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many others that have escaped my memory, induced
Monsieur the Governor to reply that he required the
prisoners only for the purpose of negotiating peace;
and that if the [184] Hurons wished to negotiate it,
he was satisfied; but that they must not break faith
in matters so important.

After these speeches, the two other prisoners were
brought in; they were shown the presents that were
offered for their deliverance; they were told of the
great kindness of the French, and that Onontio
treated them in a fashion very different from that in
which they had treated his people whom they had
captured. They admitted the truth of this. One of
them arose in the middle of the assembly, and,
advancing one or two steps with his fettered limbs,
he looked at the Sun, and lowering his eyes upon
those who were present, with a look full of assur-
ance, he addressed Monsieur the Governor, exclaim-
ing: ‘“ That Sun, Onontio, shall bear testimony to
thy kindness on our behalf, and show everywhere
thy liberality.” Then, turning in the direction of
his country, he said: ‘‘ Listen, ye who command in
the land of the Iroquois; ye Captains of my beloved
country, lend me ear. Hereafter, be kind and cour-
teous, and endeavor to acknowledge [185] by your
actions what the French have offered for my deliver-
ance; and, even if I should die, be not ungrateful.”
““ No, no,” replied a Huron Captain, ‘‘ thou shalt not
die. Aswe do not intend to take thy life, thou must
not despair of shortly enjoying thy liberty. Thou
shalt reach the country of the Hurons safe and
sound; and thou shalt leave it without suffering any
harm. We hope to bring thee back here with thy
companion, so as to level the soil and make the whole



